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SECTION  1 

Significant  Activities 


1.  (U)  INTRODUCTION* 

a*  MISSION*  The  squadron's  Basic  mission  has  Been  that  of  providing 
reconnaissanoe,  surveillance,  security,  and  eoonony  of  foroe. 

B.  ORGANIZATION  *  The  squadron  is  organized  under  TOE  17-95T  dated 
June  1965  and  USARPAC  General  Order  401  dated  August  1968.  In  addition,  Rlyta) 
teams  are  attached  (l  per  air  cavalry  troop)  By  12th  Aviation  Group  General 
Order  55  dated  July  1968  and  General  Order  60  dated  August  1968.  The  current 
organization  struoture  and  unit  looations  are  listed  in  inclosure  1  and  2. 

2.  (FOUO)  PERSONNEL* 

a.  PERSONNEL  CHANGES*  Following  is  tho  conmand  group  and  principle 
staff  as  of  31  July  1969,  with  the  ohanges  during  the  period* 

HEADQUARTERS  3D  SQUADRON  17TH  AIR  CAVALRY 

No  Change 

Replaced  MAJ  RoBort  H.  Haley  1Jun£9 
Replaced  MAJ  Joseph  L.  Kulmayer  1GJul69 
No  Change 
No  Change 
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LTC  JOHN  B.  PITCH  CO 
MAJ  BURNETT  R.  SANDERS  II  XO 
MAJ  ARTHUR  S.  DERVAES  III  S3 
1LT  DONALD  W.  HACKETT  SI 
CPT  HAROLD  A.  HILTZ  S2 
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CPT  LESTER  R.  BELL 

CPT  SCHUYLER  N.  CUNNIFF 
CPT  JAMES  P.  SKELTON  JR. 
MAJ  HAROLD  L.  SMITH 
MAJ  WILLARD  D.  CONKLIN 
MAJ  BILLY  J.  SLUSHER 
CPT  WILLIAM  C.  WHITE  JR. 


S4 

Roplaoed  11/P 

Replaced  CPT 

HHT  CO 

No  Change 

MAINT  OFF 

No  Change 

A  Trp  CO 

Replooed  MAJ 

B  Trp  CO 

No  Change 

C  Trp  CO 

No  Change 

D  Trp  CO 

No  Charge 

Lawronoo  J.  Dipaaquale 
Stanley  N.  Gehler 

Burnett  R.  Sanders  II 


l5Jun69 
1 Jun6$ 

31Moy6$ 


b.  UNIT  STRENGTHS  AS  OF  31  JULY  1969*  The  Bquadron  is  authorised  85 
Officers,  103  Warrant  Offioers,  and  846  enlisted  men.  Assigned  strength  at 
the  end  of  the  reporting  period  was  120  Offioers,  80  Warrant  Officers,  and 
809  enlisted  men  f  See  Inclosure  3)« 


o.  INFUSION:  Luring  the  reporting  period  20  enlisted  men  wero  ex¬ 
changed  for  21  onlistod  men  from  other  aviation  units  in  furtherance  of  the 
infusion  program  to  reduoc  rotational  peaks.  There  were  no  offioers  or  warrant 
officers  exchanged  during  this  period. 

d.  AWARDS  AND  DEOCRATIONS:  One  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
awards  wore  recommended  within  the  squadron  during  the  reporting  period. 

One  thousand  and  seventy-one  were  approved,  21  wore  downgraded  and  750  are 
still  pending  (See  Inclosure  4). 

c.  FRIENDLY  LOSSES:  Friendly  losses  for  the  period  wore  nine  KIA 
and  25  WIA.  No  personnel  were  MIA  (See  Inclosure  5)» 

3.  (c)  INTELLIGENCE:  The  squadron  conduoted  extensive  aerial  reconnais¬ 

sance  .uid  surveillance  missions,  providing  its  various  control  headquarters 
with  valuable  and  timely  information  concerning  the  enemy.  The  Squadron's 
efforts  were  concentrated  in  Toy  Ninh,  Binh  Duong,  Hau  Nghia,  Gia  Dinh,  Long 
An,  and  Dinh  Tuong  Provinces  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  Bicn  Hoe. ,  Go  Cong, 
Kicn  Iloa,  Kicn  Fhoung  and  Long  Khanh  Provinces.  Attention  centered  an  known 
raid  suspected  cnciry  base  camp  areas  and  lines  of  communications.  The  intel¬ 
ligence  gathered  provided  the  basis  for  ground  operations,  tactical  and  stm- 
togic  air  strikes,  and  artillery  strikes. 

a.  TERRAIN:  The  relief  in  the  squadron  aroa  of  operations  ranged  from 
flat  delta  in  the  south  and  as  far  north  as  Toy  Ninh  to  gontly  rolling  hills 
in  Bien  Hoa  and  Long  Khanh  Provinces.  Drainage  is  provided  by  tho  Saigon, 

Nhn  Bo,  Dong  Noi,  Vam  Co  Dong,  Venn  Co  Toy,  and  Mekong  Rivers  and  their 
tributaries.  Vegetation  consists  of  extensive  rioe  crops  in  tho  delta  roglons, 
extensive  rubber  plantations  in  parte  of  Tay  Ninh,  Binh  Duong,  and  Long  Khanh 
Provinces,  and  extensive  brocdlcafod  evergreen  forests  clscwhoro. 

(l)  Observation  and  Fields  of  Fixo:  Observation  ruid  fiolds  of  firo 
rangod  from  extromoly  limited  in  the  forested  areas  of  Tay  Ninh,  Binh  Duong, 
and  Long  Khanh  Provinoos  to  excellent  in  the  delta  axons. 
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(2)  Obstoolos:  Noithcr  natural  nor  artificial  obstoolos  in  the  TAOR 
hod  any  of  foot  on  squadron  operations* 

(3)  Cover  and  Concealment:  Tho  onomy  has  limited  natural  oevor,  however , 
he  is  an  ox  pert  at  building  tuxmol  and  bunker  oomplcoces  which  provide  him  ex¬ 
cel  lent  protootion  against  direct  and  indircot  firo  as  well  as  air  strikos. 

Bio  anemy  has  cxocllont  oonoealmont  in  Junglo  and  plantation  areas  as  woll  as 
among  nipa  palm  and  pincapplo  troos  which  froquently  lino  rivers  and  canals 
in  tho  delta  areas.  He  also  oak  os  use  of  darkness  and  camouflage  to  conceal 
his  movoment  or  presenoo  in  an  area* 

(4)  Key  Torrain:  Highways  1,  4»  15*  and  20,  and  the  Dong  Nai,  Saigon, 
Vam  Co  Dong,  Van  Co  Toy,  and  Mekong  Rivers  together  with  thoir  major  tribu¬ 
taries  are  considered  key  terrain.  The  highwrys  are  soleotod  becauso  of  thoir 
importance  as  linos  of  communications,  not  only  for  military  traffic  but  for 
civilian  traffio  an  well*  Tho  major  rivers  also  servo  as  important  linos  of 
communication  and  enahlo  allied  farocs  to  ship  largo  quantities  of  materials. 
For  the  same  reason,  theso  rivers  farm  important  lines  of  communication  for 
the  enemy. 

(5)  Avenue 3  of  Approach:  Tho  following  VC/NVA  avenues  of  approach  into 
the  squadron  area  of  operations  are  considered  significant: 

(a)  Parrots  Beak  (XS  310920),  and  tho  Vam  Co  Tay  River. 

(b)  Parrots  Book  (XS  310920),  Bo  Bo  Canal,  Hnoapplc  Plantation 
(XS  580900),  and  Saigon. 

* 

(0)  Bn  Thu  (XT  270030),  Vy  Than g  Dong  (XT  440020),  Tan  Hhut  (XS  700630), 
and  Saigon. 

(d)  Angel's  Wing  (XT  310130),  An  Ninh  (XT  400130),  Hau  Nghin  Swamp, 
and  Saigon. 

(e)  Algol's  Wing/Bn  Thu,  Vam  Co  Dong  River,  Pincapplo  Plantation,  and 
Saigon. 

(f)  Fishhook  (XT  580900),  Micholin  Plantation,  Boi  Loi  Woods,  Saigon 
Rivor,  Binh  Jfy  (XT  530100),  and  Saigon. 

b.  WEAfflHU  During  tho  reporting  period 'tho  squadron  area  of  operation 
was  under  the  influenoo  of  the  southeast  monsoon.  During  May  tho  woathor  was 
gcnorally  excellent.  Beginning  in  the  latter  part  of  June,  the  vet  season  set 
in  with  heavy  showers  and  thunderstorms  usually  occurring  in  the  afternoons 
and  ovonings.  This  oondition  prevailed  on  through  July.  Friendly  operations 
were  hampered  to  a  oartr.in  extent  by  low  ceilings,  periodic  showers  and 
thunderstorms.  Temperatures  during  the  period  ranged  from  ndniauns  of  71  to 
70  degreos  to  normal  naxirnms  of  00  to  98  degrees,  although  maximums  in  the 
low  100's  wexo  not  infrequent. 
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4.  (C)  OfTOATIONSi  Tho  3/l7  Cav  area  of  oporatianB  was  primarily  in  the 

control,  southern,  western  end  eastern  areas  of  III  Corps  Taotioal  Zone  (See 
Inolosuro  6).  Tho  squadron,  with  its  troops  QPOON  and/or  in  direct  support 
of  sevoral  different  units  during  the  reporting  period,  conducted  reconnaissance 
soourlty,  surroillanoo  and  ooonooy  of  f oroe  operations  throughout  the  major 
portion  of  tho  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  general  aroa  of  operation  of  tho 
squadron  olomonts  extended  from  tho  Cambodian  border  on  tho  west  and  northwest, 
tho  III  Corps  boundary  and  War  Zono  D  on  the  east  and  the  Song  Hau  Giang  River 
on  tho  south.  This  poriod  was  charaotorizod  by  numerous  mission  changes.  A 
Troop  providod  support  to  the  Capital  Military  Assistance  Command  (CMAC)}  Blon 
Hoa  Tactical  Area  Commend  (BHTAC)}  and  tho  Royal  Thailand  Army  Voluntoor  Foroo 
(RTAVP).  B  Troop  remained  direct  support  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division. 

C  Troop  providod  support  to  tho  25th  Infantry  Division}  1st  Infantry  Division} 
18th  ARTO  Division}  BHTAC}  Task  Poroe  Doyle  (Xuan  Loo  aroa) }  and  tho  199th  Light 
Infantry  Brigado.  D  Troop  remained  OPCON  to  BHTAC  during  tho  reporting  poriod 
for  uso  in  tho  defenso  of  Men  Hoa  as  well  as  a  ready  roaotion  foroo  for  tho 
H  Field  Foroo  long  range  patrols. 

a.  SIGNIFICANT  OPERATIONS I 

(l)  On  1  May  69 ,  A/3/17  (~)  oontinuod  to  provido  direct  support  to  CMAC, 
with  tiro  huntor-killor  toams  in  direct  support  to  BHTAC.  B/3/17  continued 
direct  support  to  tho  9th  Inf  Div.  C/3/17  oontinuod  direct  support  25th  Inf 
Div. 


(2)  On  2  May  69,  A/3/17  eloments  engaged  one  VC  resulting  in  one  KBA 
at  XS  874848.  0/3/17  huntor-killor  teams  were  credited  with  four  VC  KBA  at 

xs  165424. 

(3)  On  8  May  69,  A/3/17  aero  rifles  onghgod  several  VC  at  IT  445305 
resulting  in  one  VC  KIA  and  three  possible  KIA.  B/3/17  elements  were  oredited 
with  one  VC  KBA  at  XS  662578.  ELaKhts  also  accounted  for  two  additional  KBA 
at  XS  685528. 

(4)  On  10  May  69,  A/3/17  hunter-filler  tocos  were  credited  with  four 
VC  KBA  and  twenty  bunkers  destroyed  at  IT  054563*  C/3/17  ongoged  sevoral  VC 
at  XT  154467  resulting  in  three  VC  KBA. 

(5)  On  11  May  69,  A/3/17  (-)  was  released  dlroot  support  CMAC,  and  plaood 
dircot  support  IHTAC  with  one  Firefly  team  diroot  support  CMAC.  Alpha  Troop 
detained  four  ollgible  mnlos  at  YS  082946.  B/3/17  huntor-killer  toams  were 
croditod  with  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  339761.  C/3/17  was  released  direct  support 

25th  Division  and  placed  direct  support  Senior  Advisor,  18th  ARVN  Div.  Elanonts 
engaged  a  suspeoted  enemy  base  camp  at  YT  490410  resulting  in  10  VC  KBA. 

(6)  On  12  Mny  69»  B^5/l7  mode  oontact  with  tho  cnony,  destroyed  a  .30 
caliber  machine  gun,  and  wore  croditod  with  seven  VC  KBA  at  XS  490706.  c/3/17 
elements  engaged  several  VC  at  XT  499152  resulting  in  10  KBA.  Further  signif¬ 
icant  rosults  woro  11  KBA  at  YT  499191. 
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(7)  On  13  May  69,  B/3/17  was  orodited  with  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  490706,  end 
threo  KBA  at  XS  490710. 

(8)  On  15  M:iy  69,  A/3/17  engaged  several  VC  at  YS  083963  rosulting  in 
two  VC  KBA.  B/3/17  aaro  rifles  porfomed  a  swoop  in  the  vioinity  of  XS  480698 
resulting  in  ono  VC  KXA,  two  AK-47  riflos,  ono  HVA  radio  and  sovon  documents 
captured.  Elements  were  furthor  orodited  with  one  VC  KBA  at  YT  538105  and  six 
VC  KBA  at  YT  4OOO5I . 

(9)  On  16  toy  69,  B/3/17  aooountod  for  ono  VC  KBA  at  XS  6597351  two  VC 
KBA  at  VS  q67457j  and  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  008423.  C/3/17  oleraants  mado  cncny  con- 
toot  rosulting  in  1 4  VC  KBA  at  YT  392045* 

(10)  On  17  May  69,  A/^/17  aoro  rifles  wero  orodited  with  one  VC  KIA  at 
XT  893252.  In  further  aotivity,  elements  engaged  a  bunker  complex  igniting 
one  secondary  explosion  at  XT  891250.  B/3/17  elements  aooounted  for  ono  VC 
KBA  at  XS  678646  and  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  677646. 

(11)  On  18  May  69,  A/3/17  elements  ongaged  several  oneny  resulting  in 
eight  VC  KBA  at  YT  283026.  B/3/17  was  orodited  with  three  VC  KBA  at  XS  576565 
and  an  additional  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  703586.  C/3/17  dements  accounted  for  two 
KBA  at  YT  531098. 

(ll)  On  19  May  69,  A/3/17  was  released  direct  support  BHTAC  and  placed 
dir  cot  support  CMAC  and  the  RTAVF.  Alpha  Troop  detained  three  personnel  at 
XS  943835  and  approhonded  an  additional  detainee  at  XS  952830.  B/3/17  elements 
wero  credited  with  one  VC  KBA  at  XS  67066O,  throe  VC  KB/,  at  XS  670662  and  two 
VC  KBA  at  XS  622684. 

(13)  On  20  Ifoy  69,  A/3/17  aero  riflos  detained  ono  oligiblo  male  at 
XT  809083  and  five  additional  dotoinoos  at  YS  059802*  B/3/17  oloments  had 
several  enemy  contnots  throughout  the  day  with  tho  following  significant  results! 
One  VC  KBA  at  XS  482471 ,  one  KBA  at  XS  170458,  two  dotainoes  at  XS  120460, 

two  VC  KBA  at  XS  202470,  five  VC  KBA  at  XS  222472,  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  683540 
and  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  730513* 

(14)  On  21  toy  69,  B/3/17  had  scattered  oontocto  with  the  enemy  resulting 
in  cno  VC  KBA  at  XS  660569,  one  VC  KBA  at  X8  552759  and  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  527682* 

(15)  On  22  May  69,  A/3/17  was  plaood  diroot  support  BHTAC  and  reoainod 
diroot  support  to  CMAC  and  RIAVT.  A  Troop  aoro  riflos  picked  up  ono  detainee 
at  YS  000812,  two  dotainoes  at  XS  974892  and  a  fourth  dotainoe  at  XS  981884* 
Elements  wero  also  croditod  with  ono  VC  KBA  at  XS  002463*  C/3/17  was  roloased 
diroot  support  BHTAC  and  ploodd  diroot  support  2nd  Bde,  25th  Inf  Biv,  and 
Sonior  Advisor,  18th  ARVN  Biv*  Elements  wero  orodited  with  ono  VC  KBA  at 

XT  496137* 
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(16)  On  24  May  69,  A/3/17  engaged  one  VC  roBUlting  in  a  KM  at  XS  585934* 
B/3/17  hunter-killer  toons  engaged  and  destroyed  36  rockets  at  XS  198417. 
Elements  were  also  credited  with  ono  KM  at  XS  659732  and  one  KM  at  XS  555265. 

(17)  On  26  May  69,  B/5/l 7  ivodo  contoot  with  the  enemy  on  three  occasions. 
The  first  at  XS  684782  resulting  in  one  VC  KM,  an  additional  KM  at  XS  720571 
ani  tho  heaviest  contact  at  WS  910594  resulting  in  14  VC  KM. 

(18)  On  27  May  69,  A/3/17  was  roloasod  direct  support  BHTAC  and  remained 
direct  support  CMAC  and  RTAVP.  Elements  engegod  30veml  VC  resulting  in  eight 
VC  KM.  B/3/17  node  oontnot  with  tho  enemy  in  scattered  engagement."  with  the 
following  results  J  Ono  VC  KM  at  XS  36OBI5,  one  VC  KM  at  XS  4736 79 »  throe 

VC  KM  at  XS  455677  and  threo  VC  KM  at  XS  705765.  C/3/17  was  credited  with 
one  VC  KM  at  XT  595305  and  ono  possible  KBA  at  XS  473992. 

(19)  On  28  May  69,  C/3/17  hunter-killer  teams  engaged  personnel  in  a 
suspeotod  base  camp  resulting  in  fivo  VC  KM  at  XT  566281  and  were  credited 
with  one  VC  KM  at  XT  510000. 

(20)  On  29  May  69,  B/3/17  engaged  tho  cnony  on  several  occasions  with 
the  following  rosultsj  Two  VC  KBA  at  XT  675645,  two  VC  KM  at  XS  602726  and 
one  VC  KM  at  XS  714637. 

(21)  On  1  Jun  69,  A/3/17  was  credited  with  throe  VC  KM  at  XS  584916. 
B/3/17  elements  engaged  two  VC  in  uniforms  resulting  in  two  VC  KM-  at  XS  537569 
At  VS  86O468,  a  B  Troop  LOH  engaged  four  VC  resulting  in  four  VC  KM.  Elements 
wore  also  croditcd  with  four  KBA  at  XS  595773  and  one  KBA  at  XS  612681.  C/3/17 
aero  riflos  were  crodited  with  10  VC  KIA  at  XT  614253. 

(22)  On  3  Jun  69,  A/3/17  elements  engaged  two  porsonnol  at  XT  816095 
resulting  in  two  NVA  KBA,  B/3/17  dements  wero  credited  with  throe  VC  KM 

at  XS  795704.  C/3/17  hunter-killer  toons  engaged  on  oneny  element  at  YT  148232 
resulting  in  fivo  VC  KBA,  One  KB1  was  also  recorded  at  XT  546165. 

(23)  On  4  Jun  69,  C/3/17  engaged  o  VC  base  oomp  in  tho  vicinity  of 
YT  082398  resulting  in  eight  VC  KM. 

(24)  On  5  Jun  69,  C/3/1 7  was  roloasod  diroot  support  2/25  Inf  Div  and 
placed  diroot  support  1st  Inf  Div,  ELoments  ronainod  diroot  support  BHTAC. 

(25)  On  6  Jun  69 ,  B/3/l  7  modo  contact  on  several  occasions  with  tho 
enemy  with  tho  following  significant  results  1  Pour  VC  KM  at  XS  648738,  one 
VC  KM  at  XS  653742  and  on  additional  four  VC  KM  at  X8  607529* 

(26)  On  7  Jun  69,  C/3/17  was  roloasod  dixoot  support  1st  Inf  Div  and 
placed  diroct  support  Task  Foroe  Doylo  in  the  Xuan  Loo  aroa.  Elomonts  also 
remained  direot  support  to  BHTAC.  Huntor-Jcillor  terns  ongngod  an  estimated 

1 5  VC  resulting  in  eight  VC  KM  rnl  one  ooncrad  bunker  dostroyod  a.t  Y8  341976 . 
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(27)  On  10  Jun  69,  B/3/17  ongr.god  sovoral  VC  in  tho  vioinity  of  XS  614703 
resulting  in  four  VC  KBA. 

(28)  On  14  Jim  69,  A/3/17  was  placed  diroot  support  to  BHTAC  and  reminod 
diroot  support  CMAC  and  RTAVF.  C/3/l 7  was  roloacod  diroct  support  BHTAC* 

(29)  Ch  15  Jun  69,  B/3/17  accounted  for  five  VC  KM  in  tho  vicinity  of 
XS  735650*  C/3/17  was  released  diroot  support  18th  ARVN  Div  and  placed  diroot 
support  1st  Bdo,  25th  Inf  Div* 

(30)  On  18  Jun  69,  B/3/17  night  hunter  toon  engaged  a  sanpan  at  XS  305430 
rosulting  in  a  secondary  explosion*  Hunter4cillor  terns  engaged  four  VC  in 
the  vicinity  of  XS  367938  rosulting  in  two  VC  KBA  and  one  VC  WIA,  A  subsequent 
aero  riflo  insertion  resulted  in  tho  WIA  and  three  AK-47  rifles  being  captured. 
0/3/17  elements  were  credited  with  six  VC  KBA  at  XT  052658. 

(31)  On  19  Jun  69,  C/3/17  firefly  toon  supported  defonse  of  FSB  Washington 
under  ground  attack,  rosulting  in  five  VC  KBA  at  XT  143570.  Elements  engaged 

a  VC  element  at  XT  302407  rosulting  in  an  additional  five  VC  KBA.  A  c/3/1 7 
Cobra  received  fire  from  tho  area  of  XT  243504  which  was  subsequently  engaged 
resulting  in  oi^it  VC  KBA,  ono  nortar  possible  do3trcyed  and  two  automtio 
weapons  destroyed.  At  XT  163401,  a  Charlie  Troop  light  fire  team  BUpportod 
ARVN  Marines  in  contact  resulting  in  30  VC  KBA,  one  machine  gun  destroyed. 

(32)  On  21  Jun  69,  C/3/17  was  released  diroct  support  1/25  Inf  Div  and 
placed  dircot  support  199th  Lt  Inf  Bdo  and  18th  ARVN  Div. 

(33)  On  23  Jun  69,  A/3/17  noro  rifios  dotained  four  oligiblo  males  at 
XS  936835*  B/3/17  established  eontaot  with  tho  cnocy  in  a  suspected  rerx 
sorvico  aron  at  XS  660530  rosulting  in  throo  VC  KEA  by  tho  aero  rifles  and 
14  VC  KBA  by  tho  huntor-killor  teams. 

(34)  On  25  Jun  69,  B/3/17  huntorJcillor  toan  engaged  tho  oneny  in  tho 
vioinity  of  XS  660525  rosulting  in  two  VC  KBA.  An  additional  KBA  was  recorded 
at  XS  656527.  Elements  wore  oroditod  with  ono  KBA  at  XS  658526.  C/3/17  ele¬ 
ments  were  oroditod  with  throo  VC  KBA  and  four  possible  KBA  at  YT  538239  • 

(35)  On  26  Jun  69,  A/3/17  hunter-killer  teams  ongagod  two  NVA  vicinity 
of  XS  982825  rosulting  in  two  NVA  KBA.  B/3/17  dements  ongagod  tho  enemy  at 
XS  451841  rosulting  in  three  KBA.  A  further  engagement  at  XS  451841  resulted 
in  throo  VC  KBA  and  four  AK-47'b  captured.  EL  orient  a  also  had  two  VC  KBA  at 

xs  630792. 

(36)  On  29  Jun  69,  B/3/17  made  several  enemy  contacts  with  Iho  following 
rosultsi  Two  VC  KBA  at  XS  735607*  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  723668;  two  VC  KBA  at 

XS  619799  and  five  VC  KBA  at  XS  724605 . 
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On  2  Jul  69,  B/3/17  hunter-killer  tonus  ongogod  five  VC  resulting 
KM  at  XS  868765*  A  Bmvo  Troop  LOH  engagod  one  VC  resulting  in  a 
867768*  In  a  further  contaot,  olonents  were  credited  with  throe 
XS  645726.  A  fined,  engagement  rosulted  in  one  KBA  at  XS  865765* 

On  3  Jul  69f  B/3/17  elements  nndo  several  onemy  contacts  with  the 
significant  resultsi  Two  VC  KBA  at  XS  716637}  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  633802; 
one  VC  KBA  at  XS  633807;  threo  VC  KM  at  XS  640726;  five  VC  KM  at  XS  671590 
and  two  VC  KM  at  XS  64O826.  C/3  /l  7  ongnged  a  small  enemy  foroo  in  the  vicinity 
of  YS  384850  resulting  in  one  VC  KM  and  two  possiblo  KBA*  D/3/17  elements 
found  16  Chioom  grenades  during  a  sweep  operation  at  YT  133265* 

(39)  On  5  Jul  69,  A/3/17  hunter  filler  teams  engagod  a  hut  with  bunkers 
resulting  in  two  25  pound  bags  of  rioe,  two  55  gall on  drums  destroyed  and  one 
VC  KBA  at  YS  062793*  Elements  also  detained  four  personnol  at  XS  978815* 

B/3/17  elements  ongaged  an  estimated  platoon  in  the  open  at  XS  4H075  resulting 
in  11  VC  KM*  A  further  engagement  resulted  in  one  VC  KBA  and  one  VC  POM  at 

XS  411875*  C/3/17  provided  one  hunter-Jciller  team  in  support  of  Navy  elements 
in  the  Rung  Sat  Spocial  Zone, 

(40)  On  7  Jul  69,  A/3/17  was  released  direct  support  BHTAC  and  remained 
direct  support  CIIAC  and  RTAVP,  C/3/17  was  released  dircot  support  199th  Lt 
Inf  Bde  and  18th  ARVN  Div  and  placed  direct  support  BHTAC* 

(41)  On  8  Jul  69,  B/3/17  established  several  enery  contaots  with  "the 
following  significant  results!  One  VC  KM  at  XS  468462;  two  VC  KM  at  XS  63  3523} 
one  VC  KBA,  one  ITVA  radio,  one  hut  destroyed  with  secondary  explosion  at 

XS  460462.  One  additional  KM  at  XS  620710. 

(42)  On  9  Jul  69,  A/3/17  was  placed  direct  support  BHTAC  and  remained 
direct  support  CMAC  and  RTAVF.  C/3/17  was  released  direct  support  BHTAC  and 
placed  direct  support  1st  Bde,  25th  Inf  Div* 

(43)  On  13  Jul  69,  B/5/17  established  scattered  enemy  contacts  with  the 
following  resultsi  One  VC  KBA  at  XS  811 698;  one  KBA  at  XS  657686;  three  KBA 
at  XS  663683;  one  KBA  at  XS  657686;  two  KBA  at  XS  811698;  one  KBA  and  one  POM 
at  XS  726694. 

(44)  On  14  Jul  69,  B/3/17  began  a  throo  day  maintenance  standdown.  Bravo 
Troop  displaced  from  Dong  Tala  to  DiAn  during  the  period  14  Jul  to  16  Jul  69* 
A/3/17  and  C/3/17  provided  one  team  oach  to  3/9  Div  during  this  period. 

(45)  On  17  Jul  69,  B/3/17  rosumod  direct  support  3/9  Div*  Elements  en¬ 
gaged  five  VC  at  XS  745637  resulting  in  five  VC  KBA. 

(46)  On  19  Jul  69,  A/3/17  huntor-killor  toans  engagod  several  targets 
in  the  vicinity  of  XS  564903  ro suiting  in  ono  hut,  ono  bunkor  destroyed  and 
four  possiblo  VC  KBA. 
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(47)  On  22  Jul  69,  C/3/17  LCH  reooived  fire  at  XT  165278.  Elements 
engaged  tlie  area  resulting  in  three  VC  EBA. 

(40)  On  24  Jul  69,  C/3/17  was  roloased  direct  support  1/25  Div  and  placed 
direot  support  OG,  199th  Lt  Inf  Bdo. 

(49)  On  25  Jul  69,  B/3/17  elements  engaged  two  VC  evading  at  XS  638650 
resulting  in  two  VC  EBA.  A  night  hunter  toam  made  oneny  contact  at  XS  459695 
resulting  in  six  VC  EBA. 

(50)  On  27  Jul  69,  C/^/17  made  oneny  contact  in  the  vicinity  of  YT  550200 
resulting  in  seven  EBA. 

(51)  On  28  Jul  69,  B/3/17  elenonts  engagod  an  unknown  number  of  VC  at 
XS  594717  resulting  in  eight  VC  EBA, 

(52)  On  28  Jul  69,  A,  B,  and  C/3/17  were  released  of  all  oormtnents 
and  plaoed  OPCON  to  CMAC  for  reconnaissance  and  security  missions  in  support 
of  President  Nixons*  visit  to  Saigon  and  DiAn. 

(53)  On  30  Jul  69,  A/3/17  returned  direot  support  CMAC  and  RTAVF,  and 
B/3/17  rctumod  direot  support  3/9  Inf  Div,  C/3/17  was  placed  direot  support 
BHTAC. 

(54)  On  31  Jul  69,  A/3/17  was  placed  direot  support  BHTAC  and  remained 
direot  support  CMAC  and  RTAVF.  C/3/17  was  released  direot  support  BHTAC  and 
plaood  direot  support  OG,  199th  It  Inf  Bde. 

b.  STMMARYi  While  flying  10,968  sorties,  the  squadron  lifted  15*302 
troops,  66  tons  of  cargo,  nnd  was  credited  with  604  oneny  KIA,  343  structures 
dostroyod,  and  130  sampans  destroyed  (Soo  Inolosure  7).  During  the  quarter, 
the  squadron  was  engaged  in  numerous  scull  soalo  operations  but  visual  re¬ 
connaissance  remains  the  primary  mission. 

5.  (U)  TRAINING*  During  this  reporting  period,  the  squadron  had  mnximm 

participation  in  nil  allocated  school  courses.  All  now  in-country  replacements 
received  training  at  the  1  st  Lifantry  Division  Replacement  Training  Contor, 
located  at  DiAn. 

a.  All  training  within  the  squadron  was  conducted  with  no  loss  in  the 
operational  status  of  tho  unit. 

b.  Training  days  -  0 
Tactical  moves  -  1 
Operational  days  -  92 
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'  o«  School  quotas  fillod  by  squadron  during  the  poriod « 


QH6A  Airframe  4 

T-63  Engine  6 

T-53-W3  Engine  2 

Escape  and  Evasion  1 

Aircraft  Armnent  Subsystens  -  Enlisted  1 

UH1H  Airframe  1 

AH1G  Air franc  2 

In- Country  Replacement  Training  147 

AH1G  Transition  1 

0H6A  Tmneition  2 

Instruotor  Pilot  -  CK6a  3 

Instructor  Pilot  -  AH1G  2 

Instructor  Pilot  -  UII1H  1 

6.  (C)  LOGISTICS > 

a.  AMMUNITION  TYPE  ROUNDS  SiXJEKTED 


Ctg.  5  *56rnn  Boll 

36,731 

Ctg.  7«62nm  4  Boll  1  Trooer  M-60 

182,032 

Ctg.  7»62mn  MLni-gun 

996,185 

Ctg.  CaL  .45  Ball 

■350 

Ctg.  50  Col  Inc 

2,900 

Ctg.  40nm  Illun  WS  Para 

55 

Ctg.  40m  HE 

291 

Ctg.  40m  HE  Cobra 

53,019 

Ctg.  81m  Mortar,  Ilium 

117 

Ctg.  81m  Mortar  Srk,  WP 

■221 

Ctg.  81m  Mortar  EE 

1,130 

Ctg.  106m  UR  KEP-T 

18 

Fuze,  Gren,  Hand,  Offensive 

823 

Gren,  Hand,  Prog  M-33 

139 

Gren,  Hand,  Prog,  M26A1 

517 

Gren,  Hand,  Incendiary 

140 

Gren,  Hand,  Offensive 

948 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk ,  HC  , 

■248 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk,  WP 

2,151 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk,  Yellow 

758 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk,  Green 

490 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk,  Red 

517 

Gren,  Hand,  Srk,  Violet 

744 

Gren,  Hand.  Srk,  CS 

159 

Met  2.75IN  Floohotte 

240 

Hkt  2.75 HT  Heat 

120 

Hct  2.75IN  17  lb  VT 

211 
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Bkt  2.75IW  10  lb  VT  224 

Bkt  2.75IN  10  lb  HE  21,013 

Het  2.75IH  17  lb  HE  5,326 

Bkt  2.75IN  Motor  44 

MLno,  Anti-Porsonnol,  Clcwmoro  12 

Signal,  Illun,  Ground  VB/Pnxa  30 

Flare,  Illun  A/C  17 

Charge,  Dono,  BJXj  C-4  ik  lbs 

Charge,  Dono,  BIK,  TNT  1  &  4  lb  353  ft 

Cap,  Blasting,  Non  -  Elcotrio  353 

Fuze,  Blasting  Time  10  ft 


b.  AIRCRAFT  STATUS  1  Squadron  aircraft  status  at  the  end  of  the  re¬ 
porting  period  was  as  follows: 

Aircraft  Authorised  On  Hand 

UH-1H  29  24 

AH-1G  27  26 

0H-6A  30  27 

(See  Inolosuro  8) 

7.  (U)  SAFETY: 

a.  During  tlio  reporting  period  there  vero  six  accidents  involving 
squadron  aircraft.  A  brief  account  of  thoso  accidents  follows: 

(1)  B  Troop,  AH-1G,  1  May  1969*  Airoraft  hod  just  token  off  and  was 
on  clirib  out.  Witness  said  aircraft  began  a  rapid  dooent,  appoared  to  level 
out  at  troe  top  and  then  crashed  into  trees  and  caught  fire.  The  cause  wub 
determined  to  be  pilot  error. 

(2)  B  Troop,  AH-1G,  1  May  1969*  Aircraft  in  cruiso  flight  yawed  left, 
engine  taoli  dropped  to  soro.  Entered  autorotation  and  was  unable  to  jettison 
external  stores.  Autorotation  unsuocossful ,  landed  hard  and  rollod  on  loft 
side.  Failure  of  atomizer.  The  primary  onuso  of  the  accident  was  pilot  error 
with  a  contributing  oauso  of  atondsor  failuro. 

(3)  C  Troop,  0H-6A,  12  May  1969  *  At  approximately  75  foot  and  50  knots 
RHI  surged  causing  rotor  overspeed,  the  pilot  pulled  in  power  to  oountor  ttio 
ovor speed.  Airoraft  then  lost  power  and  pilot  was  faroed  to  land  in  a  thinly 
wooded  area.  One  main  rotor  blade,  tail  rotor  assembly,  tdil  rotor  drive 
shaft,  tail  boom  and  min  rotor  head  damaged  beyond  repair.  The  cause  of  the 
aocidant  was  high  Bide  governor  failure • 
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(4)  C  Troop,  QH-6A,  16  May  19691  Aircraft  was  on  a  low  level  VR.  RIM 
bloa  off  and  pilot  tried  to  regain  his  RIM.  RIM  oontinuod  to  blood  off  and 
aircraft  sottlod  into  tho  trees  causing  STRIKE  damage.  Tho  oauae  was  dotcr- 
nined  as  a  low  side  governor  failure. 

(5)  A  Troop,  AH-lG,  9  June  19691  Aircraft  was  at  about  150  feet  ap¬ 
proaching  Bearcat  for  fuol.  Aircraft  woo  soon  to  moke  a  climbing  left  turn 
and  appeared  to  enter  nutorotation.  Aircraft  settled  into  40  foot  rubber  treeB 
tail  first.  Aircraft  was  evacuated  to  Cu  Chi.  The  cause  was  pilot  error  due 
to  fuol  exhaustion  • 

(6)  C  Troop,  O0-6A,  13  Juno  19691  Air or  oft  was  flying  straight  and 
level  when  it  started  to  receive  fire.  Pilot  node  a  descending  S  turn  in 
at  attempt  to  fly  low  level.  Aircraft  did  not  recover  at  level  fli^it,  hit 
tho  treos  and  crashed.  Pilot  was  dead  whon  res cue  porsonnol  arrived.  Tho 
cause  of  tho  accident  is  classified  as  unknown. 

b.  SAFETY  RECORD  (MAY,  JUNE,  JULY) 


UNIT 

TOTAL  HOURS 

ACCIDENTS 

RATE 

HHT 

977 

C 

00.0 

A 

6107 

1 

16.8 

B 

6126 

2 

32.5 

C 

6108 

3 

49.1 

3/17  ACS 

19318 

6 

31.0 

0.  SUMMARY!  Tho  squadron  completed  FY  69  with  an  accident  rate  of 
46.I  per  100,000  flying  hours.  This  is  a  great  reduction  from  the  rate  of 
52.3  for  tho  first  half  of  FY  69.  This  is  due,  largely,  to  oar’rnnd  emphasis 
within  the  squadron. 

S.  (U)  CIVIC  ACTION ! 

a.  The  squadron  continues  to  emphasise  civio  action  projects.  Main 
efforts  are  concentrated  in  aid  to  Bethany  Orphanage  located  in  Ho  Nai,  Bien 
Hoc  Province.  Bethany  is  the  home  of  some  125  parentless  children  and  faces 

a  constant  struggle  to  obtain  food,  olo -tiling,  and  adequate  shelters  for  housing 
and  schooling.  The  squadron  continues  to  help  tho  orphanago  along  these  lines. 

b.  The  squadron  has  donated  approximately  195 #290  VN$  to  a  bull  ding 
fund  administered  by  the  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group  Chaplain.  This  money  is 
being  used  to  help  pay  for  a  new  stone  and  brick  olassroom  building  at  the 
orphanage.  This  replaces  an  antiquated  wood  structure  now  being  used.  These 
donations  cone  through  contributions  on  payday  and  through  the  Chapel  offeringo 
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0.  Appraximtoly  8000  pounds  of  food,  80  pounds  of  clothing,  and  15 
pounds  of  health  itens  havo  been  takan  to  the  orphanage  in  addition  to  100 
health  kits  and  100  school  kits, 

d.  One  hundxod  ohildxon  from  the  orphanage  were  brou^it  to  3/17 
Headquarters  in  DIAn  for  a  day  of  entertainment*  Each  child  was  provided  a 
soldier  for  the  day*  The  children  wore  fod,  given  toyB,  and  taken  to  a  car¬ 
nival  of  games  sponsored  by  Heodqmrterfl,  A  and  C  Troops*  Bach  ohild  was  also 
presented  a  picture  of  liinsclf/horself  piloting  a  static  helicopter*  The  day 
ended  with  a  program  of  native  songs  and  danoes  by  the  ohildren* 

o.  Plans  for  the  future  includoi 

(1)  Building  90  desks  and  benches  for  the  new  cla.ssrooms« 

(2)  Acquisition  of  a  pump  for  use  at  the  newly-drilled  well, 

(3)  Continued  financial  aid  for  the  new  building* 

(4)  Continued  food  and  material  assistance* 

(5)  Another  visit  to  DiAn  by  the  children. 
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SECTION  2 
Legs one  Learned 

Commander's  observations,  evaluations,  recommendations,  and  command  notions. 

1.  (U)  PERSONNEL! 

a.  OBSERVATION!  There  has  been  a  shortage  of  critical  peroonnol  during 
the  periods  of  inorensed  rotation.  Constant  monitoring  nust  be  node  of  per¬ 
sonnel  rotations  to  preclude  losses  in  excoss  of  aocepted  standards. 

EVALUATION!  Luring  a  unit’s  first  vear  in  country  it  is  imperative 
that  a  carefully  planned  infusion  program  ce  instituted  to  evenly  distribute 
personnel  losses.  However,  peak  rotational  periods  will  continue  to  .appear 
during  the  second  year  in  country  as  a  rosult  of  ihese  infusion  programs. 

The  following  program  was  instituted  by  this  squadron  in  its  second  year  in 
country  to  equally  distribute  its  losses.  As  now  personnel  arrive  in  the 
squadron,  a  review  is  made  of  each  troops’  strength  by  MOS.  Projected  peak 
periods  of  rotation  in  this  MOS  .and  closely  related  lIOS's  are  checked.  After 
those  two  factors  arc  considered,  the  new  individual  will  bo  assigned  to  the 
troop  which  has  a  rotational  peck  month  in  this  particular  MOS.  Simultaneously 
an  individual  from  tho  same  troop  with  a  like  MOS  and  with  a  DEROS  in  the  peck 
month  is  re-assigned  to  another  troop.  This  process  is  very  desirnblo  in  that 
it  creates  a  minimum  of  personnel  turbulenco  sinoo  only  one  man  is  displaced. 
After  only  a  few  months  of  application,  each  troop  should  roach  a  point  of 
equilibrium  in  personnel  losses. 

RECOUP-*;"  ATIONi  Active  programs  as  described  above  should  bo  carried 
out  to  level  rotational  peaks  within  units  rather  than  relying  entirely  on 
infusions  to  correot  peak  losses. 

COMMAND  ACTION:  Hie  above  described  program  has  been  initiated  by  this 
squadron. 

b.  OBSERVATION!  There  is  a  shortage  of  communications  personnel  with¬ 
in  tho  squadron. 

EVALUATION!  Each  troop  communications  seotion  is  vital  to  the  sucoess 
of  the  tactical  mission  in  tho  *  it  must  bo  capable  of  performing  a  dual  role 
of  oennand  and  control  for  each  troop  and  providing  the  squadron  with  timely 
and  accurate  intelligenoo.  Each  air  cavalry  troop  is  presently  authorized 
six  communications  personnel.  Tho  squadron  is  presently  operating  at  75jt  of 
its  authorized  communications  personnel* 

RECOMMENDATION*  That  emphasis  bo  plaood  on  this  shortage  through  com¬ 
mand  channels  in  an  attempt  to  supply  units  with  their  authorized  communica¬ 
tions  personnel.  It  is  further  recommended  that  units  assigned  intelligence 
gathering  missions  receive  priority  in  the  assignment  of  communications 
personnel. 
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COMMAND  ACTION:  The  squadron  SI  and  communications  officer  have  node 
oontinuous  efforts  through  command  ohannels  to  obtain  connunications  personnel 
which  tlio  aqua. iron  in  authorised. 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS: 

OBSERVATION:  During  the  poriod  of  tine  covered  by  this  OREL,  it 
was  observed  by  the  soout  pilots  that  an  overall  change  of  enemy  nnti-Giromft 
tactios  are  being  employed  in  oortain  areas  of  operation.  While ' operating 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Van  Co  Dong  River  from  XS  4799  to  XT  4306,  it  was  no- 
tioed  tliat  a  much  higher  percentage  of  aircraft  hits  were  sustained  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  contacts  node.  Battlo  da rage  was  characterized  by 
multiple  liits  taken,  often  five  to  fifteen  hit3,  an  opposed  to  a  usually  much 
lower  numbor  averaged  during  previous  operations  in  the  sane  or on.  It  was 
noticed  that  enemy  fire  was  takon  at  much  closer  range  than  previously  experi¬ 
enced,  and  that  usually  two  or  three  automatic  wea.ponn  woro  enployod  from  the 
sane  area  rather  than  from  dispersed  positions.  Sporatic  fires  from  dispersed 
positions  had  been  the  previous  enemy  tactic.  The  most  noticable  choxnoter- 
istic  of  the  new  aircraft  engagement  methods  is  tha.t  the  concentrated  fire  is 
delivered  from  the  loft  front  of  the  aircraft  and  from  a  point  almost  direotly 
below  the  aircraft  when  a.  crew  ohief/gunnor  is  utilized  in  the  right  rear  seat 

EVALUATION:  Due  to  the  consistent "level  of  battle  damage  sustained  ns 
a.  result  of  the  new  methods  of  engagement ,  it  is  assumed  the  enemy  has  been 
bettor  trained  in  anti-aircraft  tactics.  Because  of  the  frequency  of  oontocts 
made  during  reconnaissance  missions,  it  is  believed  that  the  enemy  has  been 
encouraged  to  ergage  aircraft  noro  aggressively  than  in  the  past. 

RECOMMENDATION:  It  is  recommended  that  evasive  tactics  and  contact 
methods  ns  employed  by  hunter-killer  teams  be  emphasized  and  that  pilots  be 
informed  of  the  new  methods  of  engagement. 

COMMAND  ACTION:  Hunter-Kill  or  taotics  wore  immediately  reviewed  by  the 
scout  pilots  as  a  result  of  tho  changing  nature  of  enemy  contact  methods. 
Higher  airspeed  during  low-level  reconnaissance  was  initiated  as  well  as  more 
defensive  manuvering  in  the  area  of  operation. 

5*  (u)  TRAINING :  None 

4.  (u)  INTELLIGENCE :  None 

5.  (U)  LOGISTICS  AND  MAINTENANCE : 

a.  OBSERVATION:  It  has  boon  obsorvod  that  tho  ornament  control  panel 
lights  in  the  gunner: s  cockpit  of  tho  AH-1G  arc  too  bri^it  for  night  flying 
when  tho  instrument  lights  arc  adjusted  to  a  satisfactory  level  of  intensity. 
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EVALUATION!  Since  the  AH-1G  is  frequently  used  for  night  missions, 
maximum  night  vision  for  the  gunner  is  absolutely  nocossary.  The  presont 
single-rheostat  system  in  the  gunner* s  cockpit  is  used  for  controlling  the 
intensity  ef  both  the  flight  instruments  and  the  ormnont  control  panel 
lighting  systems.  Whon  tho  flight  instrument  limits  are  adjusted  to  the 
proper  levol  of  intensity,  armament  oontrol  panel  limits  ore  too  tari^vfc. 
Conversely,  whon  tho  armnemt  control  panel  limits  are  dinned  to  an  aooept- 
able  levol,  tho  intensity  of  tho  flight  instrunant  limits  is  not  sufficeint* 

UECi^'tlLATIONt  Hint  a  separate  rheostat  for  the 'flight  instruments 
and  tho  an.iVx.nt  control  panel  be  installed  in  the  AH-1G.  This  would  allow 
oaoh  syston  to  be  separately  regulated  to  a  satisfactory  intensity  of  brightness. 

COMMAND  ACTION!  An  EIR  has  boon  submitted  for  this  modification. 

b,  OBSERVATION!  Rue  to  the  laok  of  a  UHF  Radio  Control  Head  in  the 
front  seat  of  tho  AH-1G,  the  pilot/gunner  of  an  A1I-1G  cannot  change  "the  fre¬ 
quencies  on  the  UHF  radio. 

EVALUATION!  In  an  enorgonoy  situation,  a  radio  is  of  utmost  importance. 

If  tho  aircraft  connandor  wore  to  bo  incapacitated,  the  pilot  would  have  to 
take  control  of  the  airoraft.  As  a  minimum,  he  should  havo  the  capability  of 
ohanging  to  tho  UHF  guard  radio  frequency,  so  that  an  emergency  could  be  declared. 

RECQKMUN,;ATIONi  That  a  remote  control  head  for  tho  UHF  radio  be  factory 
installed  in  tho  front  soat  of  tho  AH-1G  to  enable  the  pilot/gunner  to  ohnnge 
tho  frequenoy  of  tho  UHF  radio. 

COMMAND  ACTION!  All  taotical  radios  in  tho  AJI-1G  are  kept  on  troop 
frequencies  whenever  possible  so  the  pilot/gunnor  oan  always  roach  a  station 
on  cither  Ftl  or  UHF  in  an  emergency.  An  EIR  has  been  submitted  through  6ha&» 
nols  to  have  a  remote  oontrol  head  installed  in  tho  gunners  cockpit. 

c.  OBSERVATION!  These  i3  a  shortage  of  harrier  filters  for  the  0H-6A 
aircraft, 

EVALUATION!  Thi3  shortage  in  tho  Bupply  of  barrier  filters  subtracts 
from  the  nafoty  margin  of  the  aircraft  and  xoduces  itB  oonbat  effectiveness. 

Tho  filters  are  in  critical  demand  as  they  wear  out  much  sooner  when  uaod  in 
tho  0H-6A  during  a  normal  3Cout  mission.  This  is  duo  to  tho  dust  and  POD 
accumulated  during  low  level  flight.  As  the  filters  become  worn  and  accumu¬ 
late  dirt,  thero  is  a  reduction  in  air  intake.  It  iB  believed  that  this  is 
a  contributing  cause  of  recent  fuel  control  problems  in  the  0H-6A. 

RECOMMENDATION!  That  on  effort  bo  made  to  increase  the  supply'of  barrier 
filters  to  units  which  continually  use  the  0H-6A  for  low  level  flight.  A  sat¬ 
isfactory  supply  would  bo  to  havo  two  barrier  filters  for  each  CB-6A.  This 
would  allow  -the  0H-6A  crow  ohief  to  rotate  tho  filters  each  day  end  properly 
cloon  tho  one  not  in  use. 
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CQMi'uJID  ACTION:  All  efforts  nave  been  node  by  squadron  maintenance 
through  supply  olianncls  to  obtain  additional  barrier  filters* 

d.  OBSERVATION*  The  present  attitudo  indicator  in  the  0H-6A  aircraft 
is  not  adoquatc  to  withstand  the  stres3os  of  oontinuous  visual  reooruud  ssance 
operations  required  of  4  his  type  unit. 

EVALUATION i  The  structural  limitations  of  the  present  0H-6A  attitude 
ird  oator  apparently  cannot  withstand  the  oontinuous  unusual  attitudes,  rapid 
movuiionts,  and  "G"  forces  exertod  on  tho  aircraft  during  normal  visual  ro— 
oonnaissanoc  missions#  These  oonditions  result  in  excessive  prooession  of 
the  gyro,  instability  of  tho  gyro  nochardsm,  and  a  faulty  attitude  indioation. 
Inaorrcot  attitudo  indioation  is  a  flight  safety  hazard  which  becomes  extromely 
oritioal  during  night  flight  and  inadvertent  I  IE  conditions# 

HlOCKffJnATION:  That  the  prosent  attitude  indioator  in  tho  0H-6A  be 
modified  or  roplaced  by  one  which  is  structurally  capable  of  withstanding  tho 
stresses  of  oontinuous  visual  reconnaissance  missions# 

COMMAND  ACTION i  An  EIR  has  been  submitted  by  this  squrxLron. 

6.  (U)  ORGANIZATION!  None 
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AVBACA-SC  (31  Jul  69)  let  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Las eon*  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  1?tb  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Jtoding  31  July  1969.  ECS  CSFOB-65  (El) 
(UIC-WAAXAA) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  12TH  AVIATION  GROUP  (COMBAT),  APO  96266  24  August  1969 


TO:  Cownanding  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96266 


In  accordance  with  USARV  Reg  525-15,  the  Operational  Report  -  Lesson* 
Learned  of  the  3/l7th  Air  Cavalry  Squadron,  for  the  period  ending 
31  July  1969,  ie  forwarded. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


AYFBC-H-H  (3  Sep  69)  2nd  Ini 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Heport-Leooono  Learned  of  3d  Squadroo.  17th  Atr  Cavalry 
for  Porlod  aiding  31  July  1969.  BC3  CSPOS-65  (HI)  (UIC-VAAMAA) 

BA,  HQ  IZ  rVQBCBT,  APO  San  Pranoisoo  96266  5  SEP  1969 

THSOj  Cowan  ding  Qonoral,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTHi  AVBA-C,  APO  96307 

Conan  ding  General,  OS  Amy  Tietnan,  ATTHi  ATHGC(DST) ,  APO  96373 

Cowandar- In -Chief,  US  Amy  Paoiflo ,  ATTli  3P0P-BT ,  APO  96330 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Pores  Development,  Department  of  tha 
Amy,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  oonoura  with  tha  Operational  Bo port  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  for  the  period  ending 
31  July  1969. 

P0H  THE  COMMAS BKRi 


AVBAGC-0  (31  Jul  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Qiding  31  July  1969»  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 
(uk-waamaa) 

BA,  HEADQUARTERS ,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96364  •SEP  1969 

THRU!  Conranding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN»  AVHGC-DST, 
APO  96375 

Oomnander- in-Chief ,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTNt  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TOi  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs  with  the 
contents  as  indorsed* 

2*  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent! 

a*  Section  I,  paragraph  7a»  page  11  and  12,  submits  brief  discusBionB 
of  unit  aircraft  accidents.  Records  kept  by  this  headquarters  indicate 
that  the  unit  experienced  7  accidents  during  the  reported  period.  The 
omitted  accident  occurred  on  7  Gun  69.  An  0H-6A  crashed  and  waB  destroyed 
when  the  observer  dro]ped  an  armed  white  phosphorous  grenade  inside  the 
aircraft.  *he  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  recognizes  the  omission  of 
this  accident  from  this  report. 

b.  Section  I,  paragraph  7b,  page  12,  addresses  the  B&fety  record  for 
May,  June  and  July.  Accident  statistics  in  paragraph  7b  should  be  changed 
as  follows  to  incorporate  the  accident  stated  in  paragraph  2a  above) 


UNIT 

ACCIDENTS 

RATE 

B 

3 

49.0 

3/17  ACS 

36.3 

c«  Section  I,  paragraph  7cf  page  12,  summarizes  the  accident  rate  for 
the  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  for  FY  69. 

(1)  The  accident  rate  for  the  3/3-7  ACS  for  FY  69  adjusted  to  include 
the  accident  stated  in  paragraph  2a  above  is  43*8  per  100,000  flying  hours. 

(2)  The  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  has  been  informed  of  the  revised 
rates. 
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AVBLQC-0  (31  Jul  69)  3d  Ind  f  $£p  in™ 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Earned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969.  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Hi) 
(UIC-VAAMAA) 

d.  Section  II,  paragraph  lb,  page  14,  addresses  personnel  shortages* 

No  valid  evaluation  can  be  made  regarding  the  shortage  of  comnunications 
personnel  since  the  frame  of  reference  is  too  vague  to  facilitate  any  judge¬ 
ment.  This  unit  has  been  advised  to  submit  s  iecific  ICS's  for  evaluation 
and  possible  corrective  action  by  this  headquarters. 


PDR  THE  COMMANDER l 


CF 

3/l7th  ACS 
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AVHGC-DST  (31  July  )969)  4th  lnd 

SUBJECT:  Operational  He port -Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  HCS  CSF0R-O5  (HI) 

(UIC-wAAKaA) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATmS  AKtff,  VIETNAM,  aPO  San  Francisco  96379  2  2  S[.  19f9 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1 .  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
far  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  3d 
Squadron,  T7th  Air  Cavalry. 

2.  Reference  item  concerning  "There  has  been  a  shortage  of  critical  person¬ 
nel  during  the  periods  of  increased  rotation,"  section  II,  page  14,  para- 

gr  ....  la;  concur.  Infusion  programs  accomplished  by  using  personnel  from 
the  replacement  stream  is  a  valid  solution  in  resolving  a  rotational  hump. 

Such  a  system  is  used  by  this  heaaquarters  in  accordance  with  the  USARV 
Controlled  Infusion  Program. 

FOR  THe  CUMKANDER: 


1LT,  AGC 

_  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Qy  furn: 

3d/l7th  Air  Cav 
1st  Avn  Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (31  Jul  69)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  2  9  SEP  6  9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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•LL'iDQirJiTEKS 

3i)  squadroii  17Tt;  cavaiuy 

QLJMEt  ERDIEG 
31  Jul  69 


AIRCRAFT  STATUS. 

QUARTERLY  OllLL 

SUBOliDIltiTE 

UNIT 

TII1H 

Ami  *o/h 

0116/ 

AUTII 

II* 

1! 

Hi  TROOP 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A  TROOP 

8 

7 

10 

9 

9 

8 

B  TROOP 

8 

6 

10 

9 

9 

9 

-C_™1 

8 

6 

10 

JL 

.iL 

JL 

SQM  TOTAL 

29 

24 

30 

27 

27 

26 

<3.  ff 


HTCLOSURE  0 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I'Ni  t.ASSl  F1KD 


atcvdly  ClaiiifkaliM 


DOCUMCMT  CONTROL  DATA  -  R  &  D 

(SocMrif?  (lM«kka(kN  •#  I  If  to.  •/  4i(imi  aatf  W  rA«  mwmimtl  tmpon  M  r /#»•//!•*> 

U.'nEPORI  SCC  uni  TV  CtAlllMC  A  TIOt* 

HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C,  20310 

CONFIDENTIAL 

U.  fROUN 

4 

S  NCNONT  TITLt 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  3d  Squadron 

i,  17th  Air  Cavalry 

4.  DIICRIPTIVK  NOTH  (TfW  •/  *M«) 

Experiences  of  unit  encaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations,  1  May  69  to  31  July  69. 


»-  authomisi  (Flnlmam*.  mtdmm  MM,  Imml  mmmm) 


CO,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 


•  NIPORT  OATS 

Undated 


M.  CON  T MAC  T  ON  CHANT  NO 


10  OISTRINOTION  1TATEMKNT 

11  JUPPLIMINTANT  NOTH 

12-  SPONSORING  MILITARY  ACTIVITY 

N/A 

OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C. 

20310 

_ : _ i 

IlS.  ABSTRACT 

DD  :r..1473 


UNCLASSIFIED 

S*c*rity  dmlHcitiM 


